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Facts about Canada Geese

• Geese are inefficient eaters.  They can eat up to 
3 lbs. of turf every day, and will “re-deposit” half 
of that back every day.

• Despite previous repel efforts, geese are habitual 
and will attempt to build a nest in virtually the 

“same spot” every year.
• Sexually mature geese will attempt to build their

first nest near where they learned how to fly.
• Geese are completely flightless during the “molt” 

season (see calendar inside) and may pose a 
hazard to traffic as they walk across roadways.

• Federal permits are required to remove geese
nests/eggs.

As posted by the U.S. Center 
for Disease Control:*

Canada Geese (Branta canadensis) populations have

steadily increased in the past 50 years and have

become a nuisance in some areas. The large amount

of feces produced by geese congregating around 

surface water bodies is a source of environmental 

contamination and, potentially, zoonotic pathogens.

Feces from large flocks are major contributors to fecal

coliform levels in reservoirs that supply drinking water

for some cities, and free-living bird populations can

serve as reservoirs for pathogenic bacteria such as

Salmonella, Escherichia coli, Campylobacter, Listeria,

and Chlamydia. Thus, wild bird populations can 

amplify and eventually transmit infectious microbes to

humans by directly contaminating agricultural fields or

surface waters used for drinking, recreation, or crop

irrigation.

*Cole D, Drum DJV, Stallknecht DE, White DG, Lee MD, Ayers S, et al.
Free-living Canada Geese and antimicrobial resistance. Emerg Infect 
Dis [serial on the Internet]. 2005 June [date cited]. Available from 
http://www.cdc.gov/ncidod/EID/vol11no06/04-0717.htm
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